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THE ART OF BOOK-READING. 


at the time, but she still hoped to light on something* 

a verting, something to make the time fly st, 11 faster! She 
didn't really want books to make her think, but only to malie 

her laugh. . . 

This habit of reading at random, and capriciously passing 

over what seems to be prosy is generally acquired early, and 
the consequence is that, instead of the shrewd, intellectual, 
well-informed, “wise-and witty’ - set of folk, who, according 
to Macaulay and Sydney Smith, must have flourished by 
shoals in our grandfathers’ young days, we meet at our 
dances and picnics and social gatherings too many great, 
placid-faced nonentities, both male and female, who can talk 
in monosyllables about dogs and sports, but would consider 
it a bore to have to speak about books at all. 

In order to attain the threefold result set forth by Lord 
Bacon in his essay on Studies ; namely, “ delight,” “ orna- 
ment ” and “ ability,” it is very necessary to pursue our 
readings with some sort of system. Apart from the treasures 
of devotional literature, which in no country exist in such 
rare variety and abundance as in our own happy England, 
we would in general recommend our young reader to pursue 
the following subjects simultaneously, History , Biography , 
and Fiction; to study them for his own personal pleasure, 
and always to have a volume appertaining to each of these 
divisions on hand. The reader, as he follows the narrations 
of the graphic historian, whether it be Macaulay or Green, 
Motley or Lord Mahon, will invaribly find his interest and 
enjoyment enhanced by accepting the aid of a correct atlas 
by which to realize the positions of the places he is reading 
about, for, having looked up for the towns and rivers, the 
battlefields and fortresses, he may feel as well-supplied as a 
judge upon the Bench, with all the details of the case vividly 
set out before his mind, and especially if he takes the trouble 
to read and compare the different accounts of contempt 
raneous events, he shall be rewarded with the consciousness 
of having grasped the whole situation, of having entirely 
mastered one particular portion of the world’s history. 


(To be continued.) 


EDITORIAL. 


As the immaterial life ot each of us is sustained upon ir'eas 
just as the physical life is sustained upon food, and as ideas 
are not self-begotten, but come to us from without, very com- 
monly, through the medium of books, it may be as well that 
our editorial chat should now and then take the form of a 
notice of the books that gather on Our Table. Out of the 
sterile mind nothing comes, and no part of a parent’s duty is 
more important than this of keeping up his own mental 
vigour and activity by a judicious intellectual diet. Perhaps 
it falls within our province to indicate from time to time 
the books of an especially stimulating character which fall 
in our way. Mr. Lloyd Morgan, as representing the purely 
scientific, may we say, materialistic, theory of education, 
demands our earnest attention. \\ e may feel ourselves 
compelled to join issue with the writer on many points ; for 
example, he admits that, “we have to institute an artificial 
system of rewards and punishments as incenti\es to industry 
and deterrents from idleness and inattention.” Now one of 
the points on which the P.N.E.U. most strongly insists, is, 
that knowledge is, in itself, of such inherent interest to every 
human mind that rewards and punishments are quite un- 
necessary as incentives to its acquisition. Given, t e n^, 
kind of knowledge, and the right way of imparting it and a 
healthy child takes to this diet as he does to is t lr)n e 
Though we cannot propose * Psychology for teachers as , 
infallible guide to parents (the last thing the author would 
desire) ! le most fully agree with Dr. hitch who writes 
the preface, that the teacher and parent will 'herein obtam 

“ the stimulus and suggestion, which may le h and the 

his own observation of child-nature more e. ’ 
material for new thought.” The volume is very brightly and 


* By C. Lloyd Morgan. (Arnold, 3/6) 
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EDITORIAL. 


ably written, although it is here and there a little ov er _ 
weighted with psychological termino og> . 

We cordially welcome the Extension Manual 0n the 
Physiology of the Senses. * The volume is most suggestive 
and is as interesting as it is instructive. Ihe parent who 
reads it will have many deeply interesting things to tell hi s 
children, and should be in a better position to undertake 
the educational care and culture of the senses when his 
knowledge extends beyond the facts, that he sees because he 
has eyes, and hears because he has ears. Another University 
Extension Manual f will be interesting to, at any rate, some 
of our readers, and is certainly to be commended to parents, 
whose business it is to have definitely thought about most of 
the subjects that will fall, from time to time, under the notice 
of their children. We could not have a better guide than Mr. 
G. Baldwin Brown to the study of “ the more important facts 
and laws of artistic production.” 

There is one new book the duty of perusing which we 
should like to be able to lay upon the conscience of every 
reader of the Parents’ Review (who has not already had that 
pleasure). This is Mr. Benjamin Kidd’s Social Evolution.% 
It is a great thing" to know that there is another evolution 
going on, pan passu , with the physical evolution of which 
we all hear so much. That this evolution, also, has its laws 
and its methods, and that it is demonstrable that in its 
progress the race is making for righteousness. The cardinal 
doctrine of physical evolution, the struggle for existence, 
which should make “ every man for himself” the battle cry 
of us all, is shown to be so modified and regulated by the 
great social movement that, not egotism, but altruism is the 
moving principle ; “ Social Efficiency ” is the test proposed 
to men and nations ; “ Equality of Opportunity,” for every 
individual of every race, is the goal towards which we are 
labouring; the order of events is distinctly making for 
righteousness, however haltingly ; and, do we ask, who shall 
ave t e ordering : It is those individuals or those races who 
, not in physical strength, nor in wealth, nor emphatically) 


* By Prof. G. Baldwin Brown. (Murray, 3 6) 
y Pi of. J. McKendrick and Dr. Snodgrass (Murray, 
X Macmillan, 10/. 
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in intellect, but in character-, in such characteristics as “strength 
and energy, and character, humanity, probity and integrity, 
and simple-minded devotion to conceptions of duty in such 
circumstances as may arise.” Character of this high type is 
shewn to be the product of C hristianity. This calmly written 
philosophical treatise speaking ab extra proclaims that in 
Christianity alone we find the key to the history and the hope 


of the race. 

On quite different lines is Dr. Pearson’s National Life and 
Character ,* a truly melancholy forecast, whose final chapters 
treat of the Decline of the Family and of the Decay of Character. 
Everyone should read this ably written philosophical volume 
which shows the inevitable outcome of social evolution on 
purely natural lines. It is well to look fairly at the issues of 
opinions which we sometimes allow ourselves to hold rather 
loosely. Doubtless Dr. Pearson speaks the truth, but whether 
or no he speaks the whole truth, is, we imagine, the question 
Mr. Kidd has set himself to answer in his Social Evolution — 
which contains references to this earlier work. 


Mr. Erederic Harrison has done excellent service in gather- 
ing together various historical pieces into a volume entitled 
The Meaning of History .t This is a volume which should be 
on every bookshelf, not merely for the sake of the author s 
picturesque writing and lucid statements, and the brilliant 
side-lights thrown upon history ; but, because here we ha\e a 
most useful key and guide to the reading of history. Human 
limitations are freely admitted. We are not expected to tea 
the whole of the Decline and Fall for example, but are to 
what chapters are really necessary for our instruction. We 
are told all along what to read, and how to read it ; anc 
something is done towards indicating a method of historica 
study. This is a service for which we are trul) grate u . 
Perhaps we have all felt perplexed before the difficult ques ion 
of how to study history, and, for lack of guidance, are ei p 
to content ourselves with reading the /te’/tus o 

books that come out on the subject. 

To turn now to works of spiritual sustenance in the mo 

strirtlv relicrious sense. 


* Macmillan , 5 /*• 

f Frederic Harrison. Macmillan 5 0 
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We hail with great pleasure a volume of Dean Stanley’ 
Servians for Children* They were originally p ri Vat ;£ 
printed, and we rejoice that they are now offered to a l ar J r 
public. The late Dean of Westminster’s strong and gracious 
Christianity and broad sympathies appear in every p a „ e 
The Use of Children , Sick Children , .S'. Christopher , are V er , 
beautiful sermons ; but, indeed, it is difficult to select where 
every sermon must needs go straight to the heart of an 
ingenuous child. 

Mr. Beeching’s Seven Sermons for Schoolboys t is, if we ma 
venture to say so, well worthy to be named in the same breath. 
These are remarkable sermons (as one would expect them 
to be from the author ot Faith), in which the author ventures 
to recognise in the schoolboy — 

“ A being breathing thoughtful breath, 

A traveller ‘twixt life and death.” 

They are stirring sermons. “Up then, with your heart 
to the Lord” is the keynote. But they are not merely 
hortatory; graceful literary allusions, stimulating examples, 
the lucid treatment of difficult questions, make this a little 
volume to be put into the hands of a thoughtful schoolboy 
with the certainty that it will at any rate challenge his 
attention, and make him feel that he is listening" to counsels 
which he can by no means dismiss with his favourite three 
letter epithet. 

Sir John Lubbock’s The Use of I ife% is another volume 
which thoughtful young people would value exceedingly. 
One of its most charming features is, that here a wise man 
has given us the freedom of his common-place book. We 
ha\e an immense number of citations from books, old and 
new, and the very bits which have, we feel, proved formative 
to the author. lact, money-matters, recreation, health, 
tappiness, friendship, religion, are among the subjects 
treated of, always thoughtfully and practically. 

lany of us will remember Dr. Child-Chaplin’s most 
aenghtfui and inspiring volume on the Song of the Three 
tb l rtH ^ h as > perhaps, done more to kindle reverence, 

Re of nature, and the desire for knowledge, than any 

Muiray, 3/6. -|- Methuen, London, 3/6. 

II Beneduite. Murray 6/- + Macmillan, 3/0 
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other single volume. We hail with great pleasure this 
admirable new edition, in which every scientific statement is 
brought most carefully up to date. The father who would 
gladly have facts of profound interest and delight to tell his 
children, about the stars of heaven, the winds of God, 
lightning and clouds, rain and dew, all the subjects of the 
Benedicite, will find here a most delightful storehouse. We can 
imagine no more interesting volume of devotional holiday 
reading for schoolboys and girls in their teens. 

Those of us who have, more or less, grown up upon Dean 
Gouldburn’s teachings will hail with reverent pleasure his 
Three Counsels of the Divine Master.* These Counsels come 
to us out of the ripeness of wisdom ; and though some readers 
may be inclined to take exception to certain doctrinal views, 
no Christian person can read without profit a work so full of 
devotional feeling and practical counsel. 

On still deeper, broader, more spiritual lines is the most 
helpful and stimulating volume entitled Character and 
Characteristics of William Lazv.X Dr Whyte has done an 
invaluable service to us indolent readers of a busy age, in 
bringing before us the inspiring, soaring, searching thought 
of the great mystic of the eighteenth century. The interesting 
life, the judicious selections from Law’s voluminous writings, 
and the admirable arrangement of the work are a labour of 
love, the fruit of which Dr. Whyte will reap, however 
unawares, in the strengthening and refreshing of many a 
Christian life. 

In days when anti-Christain or, at any rate, non- 
Christian morality is putting forward claims for consideration 
on equal ground with The Christian Ethic, X Professor 
Knight’s clear and profoundly interesting study should be 
exceedingly useful. The Professor distinguishes between the 
comparatively few’, faint, and feeble gleams that li^htene 
the world before the dawn, the dispersed light which redeems 
the darkness, whether of individuals or of races, where the 
sun has not yet risen above the horizon, and the illumination 
of the perfect day. He shows, too, that, widely as the uoih 
is illumined as regards both space and time by Him who 


* Murray, London, 9/- 

f By Dr. VVh) te, Hodder and Stongiiton, London, 9 >/■ 
+ By Prof. Knight. John Murray, London, 3,6. 
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the Light thereof, yet, that the fullness of the day is only b 
understood and exhibited by those who are in community 
with the Source. The anxious moral questions of the day are 
most ably discussed ever with a view to— 


“That one far-off Divine event 
To which the whole creation moves.” 


AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. F. Steinthal. 

My Dear Children,— A happy new year to all of you. 
Is it not pleasant that we can begin so many good things 
over again at the beginning of the year? We can promise 
ourselves that we really will be tidy, and more obedient, 
and more unselfish all this coming year, and can make 
the start from the ist of January. One of my resolutions 
is to do more for my nieces and nephews this year, and try 
to help them in every way. 

I find that there is an impression abroad that our Budget 
is only intended for children who are in the P.R. school. 
That is not so. The competitions can be entered into by 
all the children of those who take in the Parents Review. 

Your loving 

Auntie Mai. 


Competitions. 

Girls. — Class I. Age i . to ,5. A doll's chemise. The 

patterns are in a box called My Dollies Mar ro e, 

obtained for is. 3d., post free, from Mr. Vic ers, e cote, 

Ilkley. The clothes will fit a doll 26 inches long and by 

making one garment a month each competitor \\\ ia 

completely dressed a doll in the year. - c 1 . 

... } Twn nri/es are offered tor the 

join these competitions. l^o pri/; 

two best garments. stitched on> wkh name> 

Each chemise must have a lab Imirnev 

age, and full address, and stamps or t ie rt h 

enclosed. They must be sent on or before January 3 oth. 

to Aunt Mai, Wharfemead, Ilkley. 


